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Bob/Donna/ Karen/Charlene:
Thanks for informing me that Joe is buried close to Jeanne your mother in Lafayette Cemetery. He is now resting in peace and
comfort with the woman of his love, no more work, no more travel away from home, no more any other distraction. I know that is

what he wants and that is also what you and we want.

I also know Joe wants his children to move on to continue your happy and dynamic lives, be good persons, and raise and love your

children like what he did.

Penzien/GA D TEHMEE LI LBV T HRETT .
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Obituary
Joseph Penzien, 1924-2011

(EERI Newsletter, October 2011 Volume 45, Number 10 & 1) $§%)

Joseph Penzien, an Honorary Member of the Architectural Institute of Japan and the US Earthquake
Engineering Research Institute (EERI), and a world renowned pioneer in the field of earthquake en-

gineering, passed away on September 19, 2011, at Kaiser Permanente Medical Center in Redwood

City, California. During his remarkable career, he received awards, including EERI’s highest honor,
the George W. Housner Medal, in 1993, and was EERI’s Distinguished Lecturer in 2000, for which

his topic was “Earthquake Engineering for Transportation Structures: Past, Present, and Future.”

The only one of eight siblings to attend college, Joe took 2 172 years to earn a Ph.D. from the Mas-

’ sachusetts Institute of Technology, and then embarked on a 35-year academic career (1953-1988) at

gram in structural dynamics and earthquake engineering that many considered the best in the world. Because of his ability to foster

the University of California, Berkeley (UCB). He was instrumental in developing the teaching pro-

a spirit of collaboration, his tenure was characterized by groundbreaking research on a wide variety of topics, such as characteriza-
tion of ground motions (including the concept of their principal axes), inelastic response of buildings, soil-structure interaction,

stochastic response of structures, and earthquake engineering of tunnels, offshore oil-drilling platforms, and bridges.

At UCB, he was founding Director of its Earthquake Engineering Research Center (EERC), and played a major role in develop-
ing the shaking table, dedicated in 1972, that was the forerunner of those that now exist in many countries. He spearheaded long-
lasting cooperative research programs with Japanese colleagues. His 1975 book, Dynamics of Structures (co-authored with Ray
Clough), was translated into several languages and was a major influence on subsequent textbooks. After retiring from UCB, Joe

co-founded, with Wen Tseng, International Civil Engineering Consultants (ICEC) in Berkeley.

Highlights of Joe’s distinguished career are recounted in his 2004 EERI oral history, available at http://www.eeri.org/site/images/

projects/oralhistory/penzien.pdf.

A celebration of his life is being planned Saturday, November 12, 2011, from 4:30-8:00 PM at the Faculty Club at UC Berkeley.
For more information, and to express your thoughts with his family and friends, visit http://peer.berkeley.edu/events/2011/09/cel-
ebration-of-life-for-joseph-penzien/. In lieu of flowers, Joe’s family will be establishing a scholarship in his honor. Further details

on contributing to this scholarship fund will be available on the above website.
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